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Please VOTE—see 
page 3 for ballot. You can send 
both your reservation for our Decem-
ber 10th holiday dinner party, and 
your completed ballot using the 
Gainesville Chapter address label pro-
vided. Deadline for either or both is 
December 7th. 
 
 

 
 

Please send your reservation for our 
festive holiday party to arrive NLT 
December 7th — we have to give the 
country club an accurate count. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2009 
 

Chapter Social Functions 
 
Past Events 
 
· Friday, 13 February  — Sweetheart Dinner (Valentine’s Day),  at 

Gainesville Golf and Country Club at 6pm  
 
· Monday, 13 April   —  Joint Luncheon MOAA/MOW (Officers and 

Spouses) at Oak Hammock. 12 Noon, Main Building. 
·  
· Monday, 4 May —  Cinco de Mayo Dinner, Mexico Lindo Restaurant, 

Tower Road Shopping Center, at 6pm 
 
· Tuesday, 23 June — Joint MOAA/MOW and Service Academy Club 

Luncheon, Gainesville Golf and Country Club at 11:30am.   Special 
Speakers:  Joe Cirulli , President, Chamber of Commerce/Owner, 
Gainesville Health and  Fitness Club. Vianne Marchese (Homeless 
Veterans). 

 
· July/August -Vacation Time 

 
· Thursday, 24 September — Italian Celebration, Napolatano’s at 

6:30pm 

 
· Thursday, 22 October — Oktoberfest, Gainesville 

Golf and Country Club at 6:30pm 
 
· Wednesday, 11 November — Veterans Day Picnic, 

Ginnie Springs 
 
Coming Events (Keep These Dates) 
 
· Thursday, 10 December — MOAA Holiday Dinner. 

Gainesville Golf and Country Club (1800 Social Hour, 
1900 Dinner) 

 
Military Officer’s Wives (MOW)  
Past Events 
 
· Tuesday, 27 January  —  Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon

-Gainesville Golf and Country Club  
 
· Tuesday, 24 March —   Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon-

Gainesville Golf and Country Club 
  
· Tuesday, 19 May —  Military Officers Wives (MOW) Luncheon and 

Coldwater Creek Fashion Show -Gainesville Golf and Country Club  
 
· Tuesday, 27 October —  Military Officers Wives 

(MOW) Luncheon-Gainesville Golf and Country Club  
Coming Event (Keep This Date) 
 
· Tuesday, 26 January 2010—- Military Officers Wives 

(MOW ) Luncheon-Gainesville Golf and Country Club  
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Date: 10 December (Thursday)     
 
Location: Gainesville Golf and Country Club   Piano Music. Sing Our Service Songs!!
    
Time: Social Hour with Open Bar at 6:00PM, followed by  Dinner at 7:00PM 
 
Menu: Prime Rib or Grilled Salmon Plated Dinner with mixed green salad/sliced tomatoes, twice baked 
potatoes, mixed vegetables, breads and butter, and cheesecake dessert. Coffee, tea, and sodas included. 
 
Name of Officer/Spouse: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Reservations: Prime Rib________; Grilled Salmon______  
 
Total Amount Enclosed ($29 per person): _________  
[We need this by 7 December in order to give the Club our final headcount — Call Candy Gleason at 333-8974 if 
you have any problem with this deadline] 

(Clip) 

Gainesville Chapter, MOAA         
P.O. Box 142423 
Gainesville, FL 32614-2423 

Gainesville Chapter MOAA – Election of Officers and Directors for 2010 
 

[Please send this with your registration for our MOAA Happy Holiday event, or separately if you are not planning to at-
tend. Deadline for receipt of completed ballots is 7 December] [If you want to write in a candidate for any office, you can do 
so in the space(s) provided] 
 
        Vote for One  Write In Candidate 
President Candy Gleason (Member Spouse)          �    _________________ 
        Vote for One  Write In Candidate 
First VP Carter Nute (Capt, USN Ret)                   �   
        Vote for One  Write In Candidate 
Second VP        Jerry Kennedy (Capt, USN Ret)                             �    _________________ 
  Jim Dougherty (Col, USAF Ret)                              �  
                    Vote for One  Write In Candidate 
Treasurer Nicklous Ross (Capt, USN Ret)                               �    _________________ 
                    Vote for One  Write In Candidate 
Secretary Burness Whitmire-Yelle (Auxiliary Member)              �    _________________ 
                    Vote for Seven (7) Write In Candidate(s) 
Directors Paul Albritton (BGen, USAF Ret)                             �    _________________ 
  Kirk Kirkland (Maj, USAF Ret)                       �    _________________ 

Jerry Kirkpatrick (Capt, USN Ret)          �    _________________  
Mayer Littman (Col, USAF Ret)                      �    _________________ 
Mickey Smith (Capt, USN Ret)                       �    _________________ 

  George Snyder (LCdr, USN Ret)          �    _________________ 
Walt Visniski (Cdr, USN Ret)                       �    _________________ 
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Our MOAA Chapter is helping the VA Homeless Veteran’s Program. 

You can donate the following kinds of goods by call ing Mindy Duncan, who works with Vi-
anne Marchese (our speaker at the June Luncheon): 
 
dishes, linens, towels, utensils, furniture, cleani ng products, personal hygiene (new) products, 
sheets, blankets, pillow cases [Anything that a hom eless Vet with nothing can use when going into an 
apartment would be a good donation]. 
 
You can deliver small items. Mindy will make arrang ements with  you for the pickup of furniture or 
large items. 
 
Mindy’s contact information is as follows :  
 
Mindy Duncan 
Telephone: (352) 379-7461,  Extension 1227 
Address: 620 NW 16th Avenue, Gainesville 
 
Please let Mindy know that you are part of the MOAA   Program to Support 
Homeless Veteran’s. 

Important Action Alerts from MOAA  
 
In his Legislative Update on page 9, CDR Walt Visniski (USN, 
Ret) urges you to send postcards or letters included with the 
MOAA magazine. MOAA has important action alerts online 
allowing you to email the appropriate Senators or House Mem-
bers. Below are instructions for doing so, and three Alerts that 
need your attention now: 
 
How to email your letter in about 2 minutes or less 
 
· MOAA website: www.moaa.org 
· Put Cursor on “Legislative Action” (top left hand 

corner of MOAA website homepage). See “Issues 
and Updates”. Find “Action Alerts”. 

· Click on “Action Alerts”  — then just follow the 
user friendly guidance. 

· Call Jim Gleason at (352) 333-8974 for help 
 
Current Action Alerts  
· Stop 21% Medicare/TRICARE Payment Cut 
 

On Nov. 19 the House of Representatives passed legislation to 
reverse the 21% cut in Medicare and TRICARE payments to 
doctors that will take place in January 2010 under current law.   
  
This legislation is essential to fix a flawed statutory payment 
formula that otherwise will cause many doctors to stop seeing 
Medicare and TRICARE patients. 
 
The bill now moves to the Senate for consideration. Please send 
your  Senators a MOAA recommended message urging him or 

her to vote FOR this important legislation. 
 
Protect Military/VA Beneficiaries Under Health Re-
form 
 
The Senate is expected to consider a major health care reform 
bill shortly. 
  
While our Hill sources have explained that the current Senate 
bill, as written, will not affect military and VA beneficiaries or 
subject their benefits to taxation, the legislative language that 
provides the protections is complex. 
  
MOAA is urging more straightforward language in the bill to 
make the protections explicit. 
  
You can help make this happen by sending your senators a 
MOAA-suggested message  
 
Urge President Obama to Implement FSAs for Service 
members 
 
Senators Boxer and Bond are urging other Senators to sign on to 
a letter to President Obama encouraging him to work with the 
Secretary of Defense to ensure the implementation of flexible 
spending accounts for members of the uniformed services. DoD 
already has the Congressional authority to create FSAs for ser-
vice members, but has declined to do so.  
  
Write your Senators today and encourage them to support the 
request and give service members this option to use their pre-tax 
dollars to help defray out-of-pocket health care and childcare/
dependent costs. 
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Editors Note: Why it is important for us individually, and as a Chapter to be strong support-
ers of MOAA !! 
 
Please read the 2d paragraph of the letter below to MOAA’s President from members of both the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. It is important for us to appreciate how well regarded MOAA is in the 
political swirl of Washington DC. It also is important to note that MOAA chairs The Military Coalition, a 
group of 36 military and veteran’s associations. MOAA is our “leader” on the national scene. We need to 
be leaders in our state and community to ensure our voices are heard. 
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Legislative Update 
By  CDR Walt Visniski (USN Ret) 

 
Camouflage, smoke-screen, (transparency?)…so much is 
going on in Washington, behind closed doors, that I hesi-
tate to mention or speculate on any of it.  ALL of it is criti-
cal to not only the military family, but to all citizens.  It is 
essential for  us to support national MOAA, as they are on 
the scene and do have access and input.  Although they/we 
do have input, the emerging political wave of change may 
not heed it.  Reports in the media are all speculative, and 
unfortunately we won’t know actions and impacts until 
something is forthcoming in writing. 
 
During my meeting with Col Norton of MOAA national, 
he advised that MOAA does have very good working rela-
tions with all of congress, including the committees and 
“staffers”.  This includes being informed on actions in pro-
gress and some times “heads up” items.  An example of 
the reality of what is going on today however, is that on 30 
September, the Defense Department announced that the 
daily hospital co-pay fee for TRICARE would be raised by 
$110 per day starting 1 October (the next day).  This was a 
complete surprise to MOAA…… however an urgent call 
to members resulted in a flood of calls/letters/e-mails to 
congress, causing a reversal by DOD of this cost increase.  
MORAL:  your calls/cards/letters to congress do have an 
impact! 
 
All of the thinking in Washington is NOT “friendly” to the 
military.  During recent House Budget Committee hear-
ings, Mathew Goldberg of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice, testified that Defense spending will be put under great 
pressure. 
 
He also said something could be done to give military 
beneficiaries an incentive to economize on their health 
care and “not go to the doctor for every minor problem”.  
He observed that Congress has not allowed the Pentagon to 
increase retiree cost shares, saying “it’s very hard to get 
folks to control their utilization when they don’t face a co-
payment”. 
 
Food for thought.  Edward R. Murrow once said, “a nation 
of sheep will beget a government of wolves”.  Think about 
it.     
 
Remember the Florida’s Council 2010 Convention in Fort 
Myers, 21-23 May 2010.  It sounds like a great event, and 
all are invited..  See details in October,  Eagle’s Eye. 
 
 New/newer topics: 
     
 COLA watch   

It is official: NO COLA increase  for 2010 for Social Secu-
rity,  retired pay, VA disability pay or SBP.  The 2011 
COLA countdown will start about 2% in the hole. 
 
 Medicare  
 
The official handbook, Medicare & You 2010, is in distri-
bution.  Be aware that some of the information is from last 
year, and even though it is only 10 weeks before the new 
year, it has not been revised.  It does state that the Part B 
premium that most people (those  earning $85,000 
or below as an individual tax filer) will pay is $96.40 
month. 
       
 New Fiscal Year 
 
Any benefits, deductibles etc. started over 1 October. 
 
 Stimulus  for seniors 
 
The President has asked congress for a one-time payment 
of $250 for Social Security and  VA disability beneficiar-
ies.  If approved, seniors would see checks in the spring of 
2010. Persons entitled to both would receive payments for 
both,  BUT would have to repay $250 when they file tax 
returns. 
 
 Military Officer’s magazine 
 
Please read the articles in this great MOAA publication 
that affects all of us. The section entitled ”Legislative Up-
date” is most important. If any postcards or letters are in-
cluded, please sign them (affix proper postage) and mail. 

Do You Know CHAPTER MEMBERS doing 
unsung Volunteer  work? 
����

Mase Wells, a long time Chapter member and Chapter 
president, is 85 years young. He would probably never 
mention it to you, but he volunteers for some heavy duty 
with the Gainesville Veterans Administration Medical 
Center on Archer Road. 
 
“I volunteer there one afternoon each week. I push vet pa-
tients around in wheel chairs all afternoon (it's hard 
work ... but there are plenty of jobs that are easier)” 
 
The VA Medical Center always is looking for volunteers 
To sign up, call Julie Baker, Chief, Voluntary Service,
(352)374-6068,or email at julie.baker@va.gov.   There are 
many types of volunteer service available.  Some require 
physical effort and some do not.   
 
Our thanks and congratulations to Mase for his unsung 
work for local veterans. 
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Are there other types of cataract? 
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Causes and Risk Factors 

What causes cataracts? 
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How can cataracts affect my vision? 
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��� �������� ��� �� �����
���3�	�
�����
����	&� ������� �� �	�
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When are you most likely to have a cataract? 

���� ��	
� 1����	������1� ��� �� ������� 
����������� )��� � �����
������������������	�����2���������������������������	��� �����
����&������������������������	�����������	�����������	� 4%��
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Who is at risk for cataract? 

����	��'��������	�������	���������������������	��(���	�	��' �
�����	����	�����	�����������*��

· "�	���������������������������������
· 7�	�������������	����������
�'����������������������
· ��������	��
�������������	��������������	�����

�������� �

What can I do to protect my vision? 

0��	�������������������������
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�����������������
�����������	������� �

Symptoms and Detection 

What are the symptoms of a cataract? 

����
������

�����
���
�����������	�����	�*�

 

How is a cataract detected? 

"���	������������������	���������
�	����������������
�
�������������*�
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�

�����������������	����������������
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�������
 �	�
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���� ���	� 	������
������������	�����	������������
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�
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Treatment 

How is a cataract treated? 

���� ��
���
�� ��� ��	��� ����	���� 
��� ��� �
�	����� 
����
��
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����� ,�	��	�� ������� ��
	�
��������������������������	������������
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����� ����� 
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What are the different types of cataract sur-
gery? 
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What are the risks of cataract surgery? 
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����������
��������	�����	������	��	���(�������������	�� ��
���� ������
���� ��� �� ������� ���	����� ��� �������� �	� ������
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� ���
������ ������ ��� ���	� ������ ��� �������� ��� ���� ������� �� �������
���	����� ��� ������	�� �	� �������&� ���� ��� ���� ��	�� �	�����
������� �

���������� �� 	������� ������
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�������
�
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���� ��	� 	������� ������
���������� ���� �	�� ����
��	
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Is cataract surgery effective? 
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�����	������������	
�	����



10 

                       
Chapter Membership Application 
 
Full Name: _______________________________ 
 
Rank: ___________________________________ 
 
Service: __________________________________ 
 
____Retired                          ____Reserve 
____Active Duty                  ____Widow (er)* 
____Former Officer             ____National Guard 
____Regular 
 
Mailing Address: __________________________ 
 
________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:__________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________ 
 
Birth date: _______________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name: __________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Birth date:________________________ 
 
____Member of MOAA 
 
____Not a member of MOAA 
 
MOAA # (if known):_______________________ 
 
____Volunteer to be Chapter Officer/Director 
 
____ Volunteer to be on Chapter Committee(s) 
 
Signature: ________________________________ 
 
* Fill in your own name, address, etc. and show 
deceased spouse’s rank and service. 
 
Annual Membership (1 Jan through 31 
Dec) is $15.  
 

Mail completed form with check for $15 
(payable to MOAA) to: Gainesville Chapter, 
MOAA, PO Box 142423, Gainesville, 32614 
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Staying in Touch 
 

We encourage all Members, Spouses, and Auxiliary 
Members  to contact any board member with any in-
formation relating to the illness,  death, or relocation 
of those associated with our Chapter. 
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C. Wharton Cole, Esq. 
Attorney at Law 

 
Complex and Basic Estate Planning 

Wills : Trusts : Guardianships : Taxes 
Real Estate : General & Business Law 

 
 
Central Offices: 
  726 NE 1st Street    352-376-5226 
  Gainesville, Florida 32601   352-372-8858(Fax) 

Congress Approves MOAA Federal Chart [Ed Note: The President has signed it] 

MOAA President Vice Adm. Norb Ryan, Jr., USN-Ret. (left) and Col. Bob Norton, USA-Ret., MOAA deputy director for govern-
ment relations (right) thank Representative Chris VanHollen (D-MD), for sponsoring the MOAA charter bill.  
 
Alexandria, Va. - On October 27, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
approved legislation granting a 
federal charter for the Military Of-
ficers Association of America 
(MOAA). The Senate passed an 
identical bill on September 24. It 
will now be sent to the president, 
who is expected to sign it into law. 
 
MOAA President Vice Adm. Norb 
Ryan, Jr., USN-Ret., said, “This is 
an historic day in the 80-year his-
tory of the Military Officers Asso-
ciation of America. MOAA was 
founded to support a strong na-
tional defense and to protect the 
earned benefits of those who have 
worn the uniform of our great 
country – active duty, National 
Guard and Reserves, military retir-
ees, survivors, veterans, and their 
family members. 
 
“On behalf of our chairman, Gen. Butch Neal, USMC-Ret., our board of directors and professional staff, and most especially our 
370,000 members, we are deeply grateful for the public recognition that a federal charter provides. On their behalf I want to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Congressman Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Congressman Walter Jones (R-NC), and Senators Bill Nelson (D-
FL), Patrick Leahy (D-VT), and Bob Corker (R-TN) for leading a strong bi-partisan effort in the House and Senate on the MOAA 
federal charter bill.”  
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Gainesville Chapter, MOAA 
P.O. Box 142423 
Gainesville, FL 32614– 2423 


